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Foreign Interference
A THREAT TO CANADA’S NATIONAL SECURITY
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Atlantic Region
CSIS in the Atlantic Provinces

• Canada’s National security intelligence agency

• A civilian organization

• Work is preventative

• No power to arrest or detain
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What is foreign interference? 

Foreign interference is defined within the CSIS Act as “activities within or relating to Canada 

that are detrimental to the interests of Canada and are clandestine or deceptive or involve 

a threat to any person.” It is at the direction of a foreign state.

Foreign states engage in FI activities in Canada for:

• strategic, military, intelligence and economic gain;

• regime preservation; or 

• discrediting liberal-democratic institutions.

What is 

the aim?
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Why Canada?

Characteristics that make Canada an attractive target:

• membership in multilateral and bilateral defence and trade agreements; 

• abundance of natural resources;

• leadership in many sectors;

• rich diversity and multiculturalism; and

• open society.
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What is the GoC and CSIS doing to protect against FI?

• Security and Intelligence Threats to Elections (SITE) Task Force

• Ongoing whole-of-government approach to defend against FI threats

• CSIS: 

▪ investigates threats to the national security of Canada,

▪ advises the Government of Canada, and 

▪ takes threat reduction measures. 
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Who are the targets? 

Canadian public

Elected and public officials

Donors, interest/lobby groups and community organizations

Media

Academic Institutions

Foreign interference 

activities are persistent, 

multi-faceted, and target 

all areas of Canadian 

society
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• Public servants, ministerial and political staff, and others with input into, or influence 

over, the public policy decision-making process

• Electoral candidates and their staff

Canadian public

Elected and public officials

Donors, interest/lobby groups and community organizations

Media

Academic Institutions

•  Elected officials include: 

▪ members of Parliament,

▪ members of provincial legislatures,

▪ municipal officials, and

▪ representatives of Indigenous 

   governments.

Targets of FI: Elected and Public Officials
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Common FI tactics and techniques 

FI can take multiple forms, employ diverse techniques, and target many different 

Canadians and their communities. 

Illicit and corrupt 

financing

Social Media 

Manipulation
Elicitation

Cultivation Blackmail/

Threats
Cyber attacks
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How to protect yourself

Please report suspicious activities to CSIS

• Being discreet

• Keeping track of unnatural social interactions

• Being aware of inappropriate requests which involve money, suspicious donations or “gifts”

• Being cyber safe

• Being mindful of your online presence

• Following security of information protocols

• Being diligent with information sharing and partnerships
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References

• Security and Intelligence Threats to Elections (SITE) Task Force 

https://www.canada.ca/fr/institutions-democratiques/services/protection-democratie/groupe-travail-securite.html

• Foreign Interference and You

https://www.canada.ca/en/security-intelligence-service/corporate/publications/foreign-interference-and-

you/foreign-interference-and-you.html

• Foreign Interference Threats to Canada’s Democratic Process (July 2021)

https://www.canada.ca/en/security-intelligence-service/corporate/publications/foreign-interference-threat-to-    

canadas-democratic-process.html

• CSIS Public Report 2022

https://www.canada.ca/en/security-intelligence-service/corporate/publications/csis-public-report-2022.html

• How to report foreign interference

https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/frgn-ntrfrnc/hr-en.aspx

https://www.canada.ca/fr/institutions-democratiques/services/protection-democratie/groupe-travail-securite.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/security-intelligence-service/corporate/publications/foreign-interference-threat-to-
https://www.canada.ca/en/security-intelligence-service/corporate/publications/csis-public-report-2022.html
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/frgn-ntrfrnc/hr-en.aspx
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Questions?
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